
4 ESO – GLOSSARY 

UNIT . LIBERAL REVOLUTIONS (1789-1871) 

 

Age of Enlightenment: (also known as the Age of Reason or simply 

the Enlightenment) was an intellectual and philosophical movement that 

dominated the world of ideas in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries. 

Absolutism: supporting the idea that all power should be in the hands of one 

person. 

Battle of Waterloo: the battle in 1815 where Napoleon was finally defeated. 

Bourgeois: relating to, or belonging to the bourgeoisie (middle class). 

Congress of Vienna: a conference held in Vienna in 1815 to reorganise Europe 

after the Napoleonic wars. 

Constitution:the system of fundamental principles according to which a nation 

or state is governed.  

Constituent National Assembly: the ruling body of France from 1789 to 

1791; it drew up a constitution. 

Constitutional monarchy: a monarchy with a constitution defining and 

limiting the monarch’s powers. 

Consulate: the government of France from the end of the Directory to the start 

of Napoleon’s empire (1799-1804). 

Convention: the government of France from 1792 to the formation of the 

Directory in 1795. 

Declaration of Rights of Man of the Citizen: an official statement of man’s 

right to liberty, equality and property. 

Democratic republic: a republic where the government is elected by all the 

people. 

Deputy: a member of the French legislative assembly. 

Despot: a king or other ruler with absolute, unlimited power; 

autocrat. 

Directory: the government of France from the end of the Convention to the 

start of the Consulate (1795-1799). 

Estates General: the French legislative assembly under de Ancien Régime. 

Free market economy: when the state does not intervene and the economy 

regulates itself. 

Girondist: a member of a group of moderate republicans in revolutionary 

Frances. 

Great Fear: the peasant rebellion against the aristocracy when farms and 

palaces were burnt. 

Habeas corpus: a law in which says that a person cannot be kept in prison 

except by order of a court.  

Holy Alliance: an agreement signed in between Russia, Austria and Prussia. 

Jacobin: a member of a group of radical republicans in revolutionary France. 

Kaiser: a German emperor. 

Liberalism: an ideology and doctrine which says that people are free and have 

fundamental rights. 

Monarchy: the system of rule by a king or queen; also a country ruled by a 

king or queen. 

Multinational empire: an empire made up of different national groups. 

Napoleonic Code: the body of French civil law enacted by Napoleon.  

Nation: a group of people with cultural ties who choose to live together. 

National Assembly: the French Third Estate who, in 1789, declared 

themselves representatives of the nation. 



Nationalism: the ideology which advocates the rights of nations to create their 

own state. 

Neoclasicism: the trend or movement prevailing in the architecture of Europe, 

and America during the 18th and early 19th centuries, characterized by the 

introduction and widespread use of Greek orders and decorative motifs. 

Republic: a country which is ruled by elected representatives, not by a king or 

queen, etc. 

Restoration: the reestablishment of the absolute monarchy after the Congress 

of Vienna. 

Sans-culotte: a radical left-wing republican in revolutionary France. 

Social democracy: a political and economic system based on socialist and 

democratic principles. 

Sovereignty: freedom and power to govern a country. 

State: a country, the political and administrative organisation that exercises 

power over a specific territory. 

Third State: the common people of France under the Ancien Régime; not the 

clergy or nobility. 

Traditionalism: belief in traditional, conservative practices. 

Suffrage: the right to vote in elections. 

Veto: to refuse to allow something. 

Zollverein: a union of German states for the maintenance of a uniform tariff on 

imports from other countries, and of free trading among themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


